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HAVE YOU READ 
| CHECKMATE! # 17 
MANHLINTER © be 


JOHN ¢ KIM 
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WWE FINALLY MANAGED \I 
TO GET THROUGH TO OUR 
KNIGHTS INTHE FIELD 
BACK. 


OUR OPINION AND YOURE 
ENTITLED TO wae ours \ 
"wal GREED THAT 
WALLER NEEDS 10 BE TAKEN 

Cut slemrnino one 

TO HER BEING THE BRAIN 
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LAGTTIME WE 
WERE TRYING 7D BE 


SUBTLE-THis Time WE'VE 


ALLIES ON THE ; 
SIDE. 
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GIVEN OUR ORBIT, LESS THAN 
ONE HOUR AFTER! THE PRIMARY 
ATTACK WE WILL BE ABLE 70 WIPE THE 
| OTHER HALF OF EARTH--LONG 

BEFORE ANYONE CAN LEARN WHAT, 

HAS HAPPENED OR WHY. 


AND WHEN THE EARTH HAGS BEEN 
CLEANSSED, I WILL REPOPULATE IT WITH 
THE BESST AND BRIGHTESST AND ALL-- 

ALL !-- WILL BE SSGUBIECT TO MY 


WHAT BECAME 
OFTHE INTRUDER, 
IN MY PLANS IN 
CHICAGO? 


MASK AND TUNIC--TO PROVE 
THE DEATH OF OUR LORD'S 
ENEMY! MO OWE COULD 
HAVE SURVIVED AN 
ATTACK SUCH AS 


NOW ALL I HAVE TO DO 
IS FREE THE CAPTIVES, BLOW 
UP THE WEAPON, GAVE THE 
EARTH, AND FINDA WAY 
HOME 
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I WAS SUPPOSED 70 BE. BUT 
J. DROPPED THE DOPPLER WHO CAME 
FOR Mg AND EXTRACTED ENOUGH 
INFORMATION 60 I KNEW WHAT 
THE BASIC SKINNY WAS > 


‘I THOUGHT You 
WERE ONE OF THE 


WHAT CHOICE DID T HAVE? HAI S THATG RIGHT. THEY 
TO PLAY THE CHARADE--IF I DION SN INCLUDING SOME 
FULFILL THE ORDERS i YOU DON'T KNOW 
GIVEN TO ME THEY'D AWOW I J ABOUT. 
WAS THE REAL ARTICLE! 


I HAD BUY 7ME! 

I. KNEW FARADAY AND STEELS 
(GROUP OVER AT THE CB/ WEREN'T 
(NVOLVED--KOBRA THOUGHT THEY 
WERE LINMPORTANT. I NEEDED 
TUE FOR THEM TO DIG FOR ME, 

LEARN WHAT I NEEDED 

To KNOW! 


OF WHAT KOBRAS Dot 
JO MANHUNTER, WE MAY HAVE A FIXON 
WHERE HE I6. WE HAVE ALL PAID 


Since we've got another unex- The scripts just seem ie ‘be getting 


pected issue this month, now's the better issue by issue. Too this is 
perfect time to clean out the mail only a fourissue mini-series. I just 
folder and look at wrap-up comments know that John is going to provide us 
regarding our successful and (readers) with a bang-up job on the 
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to Marnie. 
Iwas sorry to see Floyd's son died. 


one who asked, no, we have no This is going to be another notch in 
a and yes, Floyds mental instability. 

Deadshot is still considered a: Galen S. West 
of our team and should be seen again; 605 C Perdew 
when we cannot say. Ridgecrest, CA 93555, 

5 Your letter is much appreciated but 
John O and Kim Y, you neglected to acknowledge the co- 

Over the course is 


ich. Credit where credit is due, after 


was probably mostly 


a fly in amber. Seriously, what you accomplished 
Uncle Elvis in the complete DI mini: 
17650 Dawson Road series was a comic book first. The 
Dawson Springs, KY 42408 — Comics Code says that there has tobe 
saeee Es 
Dear Bob, 
If issue #3 of DEADSHOT is what 


#4 is going to belike, I can’t wait to see 


SQUAD (having John Ostrander asa 
writer is another factor). Luke is 


ing in the pit of his stomach, perhaps 
never understanding why she stuck 
her neck out so far for Floyd. Dead- 


You've propelled Lawton into new 
territory—before he was a cold 
blooded killer, buta reasonably stable 
‘one who was in it for the bucks. Now 
he's pretty close to being an out-and- 
out Arkham psychotic. Nice job, 
Amanda. You really know how to 
motivate a guy. 

‘The series was never boring for an 
instant, and I'm dying for more stuff 


shadowy work is also very well done. 
Even that can be more expressive 
than just regular light can. (I'm now 
speaking as an official, because that 
is what we are doing in my college art 
course, now.) All in all, the issue was 
very well done artwise. 

John’s work, as well, was excellent. 


Brentwood, NY 11717 
Luke is pencilling and inking THE 


Verheiden's scripts, is superlative 
and is worthy of your attention. It 
almost makes me want to print that 
one in black and white. 

Funny you should mention (quite 
rightly) Kobra since he’s all over this 
book currently. 


Dear Mr. Greenberger, 

Few mini-series are reaching the 
excellence level. The ones that come to 
my mind are, you've got it, DARK 
KNIGHT and THE WATCHMEN. | 
don’t hesitate to place DEADSHOT 
with these (now) classics. A death- 
wish villain with an obscure family 
past is a hell of an opportunity and 
John and Kim maximized the poten- 
tig) of the character with an out- 
standing story. All the team has done 
a great job and this was the best art 
that Luke has ever done. Despite all 
that praise, there are still two little 
things that are annoying me. 

First, when they pull out the bullet 
from the spine of Floyd's mother, the 
police will probably study it. With 
ballistics, can't they identify this 
builet (and all others that killed the 
whole gang) coming from the unique 
Dendahot’s wrist-magnums? Well, | 


was wondering... 

Then, there is Wes's portrayal as 
mentally deficient. Sure, as a 
pederast, Wes has psychological 
problems, but does he have to be also 
unintelligent and childish? Let me 
explain my opinion. Sexual abuse of 
children is really a grave subject. 
Studies show that one man out of 
three and one woman out of two were, 
at least once, sexually abused or 
aggressed and it happened to most of 
them while they were still minors. 
Surprisingly, the abusers are people 
like you and me and they are coming 
from every class of society. They can 
be doctors, criminals, teachers, police 
men and s0 on ... and yes, even some 
women are sexual abusers. People you 


know are maybe abusing their own or 

others’ children. This is a serious 
problem because society knows how 
to deal with and reform thieves, 
murderers, and social misfits, but how 
do we deal with someone's sexual 
Sear ne awe the ebllly ana 
skill to change them‘ 

Abusers arenotall “insane.” That’ 


The second point is a serious one 
and worthy of further thought. John 
and Kim never intended to make Wes 
totally stupid and mentally deficient. 
He was just one of the bad guys anda 
pederast at that, furthering the dark 
and grim tone of the series. The 

subject is too important to be given 
short shrift and if that bothered you, 
we're sorry, but we'll tackle it again, 
no doubt, in the future. 


Dear Bob, ’ 

The DEADSHOT mini-series has 
turned out to be a fascinating look 
inside the head of one of the “lesser” 
DC super-team members. Floyd Law- 
ton is a very ill man, mentally speak- 
ing, and although he's managed to 
take out some of his family frustra- 
tions on his relatives and enemies, 
he’s no better because of it. Marnie, 
too, is if anything, worse. She's stuck 
with unfulfilled personal feelings, 
and must be even more unsure of her- 
nelf, especially after her involvement 
in covering up his various executions. 
Sadly, their relationship with each 
other and with the Squad is no differ- 
ent at the end of the series than it was 
when it started. But just maybe 
Marnie’s persuaded Floyd to think 
about his own motivations. | hope 
these events aren't forgotten in the 
Squad’s own book. 

Luke's art got better as the series 
went on. Chris Romano's appraisal of 
the varying artistic styles used is 


I think he fs developing a sole wore 
his own as most of the issue shows, 
and it’s a good one. As others have 
written, he is the best inker for his 
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Malcolm Bourne 
6 Craigwell Court 
Prestwich, Manchester M25 SEF 
England 
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thing.to be sure, but that isa risk and 
compromise that is unavoidable if 
Deadshot is to get a chance on his 
own.) 
‘This four-issue trip into the past of 


understanding of why he is as he is 
without tying everything up in neat 
little packages. Like all of us, Dead- 
shot is a complex mixture of reason 


pis which together weave the 
whole. This came out very nicely 
toward the end of #4, when Deadshot 
raged against his therapist and said 
“You think that facts explain things!” 
This would seem to be a reaction 
against the view that knowledge can 
rule emotion (under the proper cir- 

cumstances, of course). Things are 
seldom that simple. Often, the best 


that can be hoped for is that know! 
edge (and reason) can help to modify 
emotions and so make for a more inte- 
grated whole. But when you're as tor- 
mented as Deadshot is, it's pretty 
difficult to even get started along that 
line. 


I seem to be oneof the few whois not 
knocked off his feet by Luke McDon- 
nell’s artwork. In this mini-series, | 
found it serviceable, but not a whole 
lot more. It-did not detract from the 
ioeoes nie ‘story by Kim Yale and 

John Ostrander, but neither did it add 
anything-much to it. I also found the 
cover to be-rather weak—again, fail 
ing toconvey the intensity of the mini: 

T hope to see more of the story of 
Deadshot's personal life and also to 
see. more mini-series featuring Squad 
members, ven the circumstances 
warrant it... 

* Jim Burke 
Box 1272 Station B 
Weston, Ontario M9L. 2R9 
in 

Sorry yowdidn't like those covers—I 
thought they.were terrific and really 


might have-been darkened to convey 
the tone better, but Luke's design and 
execution wax top-notch in my mind. 


sorts in CAPTAIN ATOM #30). John) 
‘Snyder and CHECKMATE!'s Steve; 
Erwin have been conferring by phone, 
‘Swapping designs and doing what- 
ever is possible to make thetwoissues| 
eee and intense as possible. 


